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Abstract

Nation branding is an emerging, interdisciplinary, and very strategic research
field, which has received much attention from academics and policymakers
in recent years. Reviewing the Iranian research conducted in this nascent
field can provide an accurate view of the state of knowledge production and
the main research approaches. For such a purpose, in this article, 50 selected
scientific articles about nation branding (from 1389 SH to 1402 SH) have been
analyzed to recognize the theoretical frameworks, methodologies, approaches,
and formal features, using the systematic review method. The findings show
the nascent nature of the nation branding field and the lack of formation of its
frameworks and boundaries as an independent field of study. Also, conducting
research in this field has not yet become a comprehensive issue in Iran and has
not involved the Iranian academic community at different levels and stages and
from various scientific perspectives. In addition, the significant weakness in the
conceptual and theoretical literature and the gap in using some high-capacity
methods in this field is noticeable. According to the current state of research
on nation branding in Iran, the most influential solutions proposed to enrich
future research are conducting conceptual research, branding this field through
scientific publications and conferences, conducting research from neglected and
high-capacity scientific disciplines and perspectives, paying more attention to
the relevant global indexes, moving towards analyzing discursive approaches
about nation branding, and using meta-analysis and meta-synthesis methods to
evaluate and integrate the results of previous policy researches.
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