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Abstract

The widespread dissemination of false information and disinformation on social
media platforms has significantly contributed to social unrest, polarization, and
erosion of trust in traditional institutions. This phenomenon, deeply rooted
in cultural, social, and psychological factors, is a complex interplay of various
elements. The need for social validation, peer group influence, cognitive biases,
and flawed information processing mechanisms contribute to the spread and
acceptance of false information. Research indicates that the psychological
concept of confirmation bias plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of
misinformation. Individuals are more likely to seek out and believe information
that confirms their pre-existing beliefs, regardless of its accuracy. Moreover, the
echo chambers created by social media algorithms can reinforce these biases,
limiting exposure to diverse perspectives.

Knowing the cultural and communication contexts and designing strategies to
deal with them seems to be a matter. The present study was conducted with
the aim of identifying and analyzing the fields of research on the spread of real
crimes among Iranian teenagers. Using the qualitative method and three-stage
analysis (game, personality, selective) of semi-structured interviews, six main
axes (family, friends, platforms, cultural values, opinion leaders, government)
were identified.

The findings indicate that multiple and complex factors in this field combine to
create the spread and acceptance of false information. These existing research
in the cultural and communication fields come to the conclusion that neglecting
these, as well as the occurrence of incorrect actions and omissions, can lead to
the aggravation of the crisis in future events and the deepening of social gaps. In
other words, in such a situation, values such as “woman, life, freedom” are more
important as a symbol of resistance against this situation.
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