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Abstract

Divorce, as a social problem, is rapidly increasing in Iran. It is influenced by a wide
range of factors, from the individual (micro-level) to the societal (macro-level).
Despite extensive research on divorce, the impact of mass media at the macro-
level has been relatively under-researched. The main objective of this study was
to investigate the divorce rate in relation to the role of mass media in Iran. This
research employs a quantitative longitudinal design using time-series analysis
to examine the relationship between changes in mass media and the divorce
rate during the period of 1997-2022. The necessary data were collected from
the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, the Statistical Center of Iran, the
National Organization for Civil Registration, and the World Bank. To investigate
the relationship between the variables, the Autoregressive Distributed Lag
(ARDL) model was utilized in Microfit software, version 5. Based on the long-
term results, the number of films produced has a negative and significant effect
on the divorce rate, indicating that an increase in film production is associated
with a decrease in the divorce rate. The research findings also show that the
internet penetration rate and the number of mobile phone subscriptions have
a positive and significant effect on divorce. However, the number of cinemas
does not have a significant relationship with divorce. Considering the findings,
this research concludes that the internet penetration rate and mobile phone
subscriptions contribute to an increase in the divorce rate, while the number of
films produced leads to a decrease in the divorce rate. Furthermore, the number
of cinemas has no effect on divorce.
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