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Abstract

With the rise of interactive narratives in digital media, particularly within video games,
a new paradigm has emerged for representing cultural and social complexities.
Interactive storytelling provides users not merely with pre-structured narratives but with
participatory frameworks in which meaning is constructed through decision-making,
emotional engagement, and situational immersion. This study aims to examine the
role of interactive narrative elements, specifically story, environment, and character, in
representing cultural and social challenges in narrative-driven video games. The central
research problem is to understand how these narrative components, when designed with
interactivity at their core, can reflect and reconstruct issues such as poverty, discrimination,
migration, identity, and structural inequality. The study employs qualitative narrative
analysis, drawing on a purposive selection of contemporary video games that exemplify
varied forms of interactive storytelling. These include “Papers, Please”, “Detroit: Become
Human”, “The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt”, “The Sims 4”, “Heavy Rain”, among others. These
games were selected due to their thematic relevance, narrative complexity, and capacity
to engage users in socio-cultural reflection. The findings demonstrate that interactive
storytelling enables users to engage with ethical dilemmas and socio-political contexts in
ways not possible in traditional narrative media. Multi-path stories allow users to explore
diverse worldviews and values, thereby democratizing the narrative process and enabling
pluralistic representation. The environmental design of interactive spaces not only
establishes narrative tone but also plays a crucial role in creating a sense of spatial presence,
which fosters emotional immersion and social empathy. Likewise, interactive characters
become vessels for identity exploration, moral reasoning, and social critique, allowing
users to enact or subvert personal and collective identities. Ultimately, the study argues
that interactive narrative, far from being a medium solely for entertainment, functions as
a cultural and pedagogical tool. It invites users not only to witness but to participate in
the construction and potential transformation of social meanings. By integrating narrative
agency with ethical choice and immersive environments, interactive storytelling serves as
a potent framework for cultural representation and critique. It allows users to rehearse
real-world conflicts in virtual contexts, thereby expanding their awareness, empathy, and
reflective capacities in relation to the cultural and social challenges of contemporary life.
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1. Story

2. Environment

3. Character

4. Murray

5. Jenkins

6. Ryan

7. The Walking Dead

8. Mass Effect

9. The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt
10. Castronova

11. Lebowitz

12. Klug

13. The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim
14. Rice

15. Video Game Studies

VO 5l OV ol et ooty Jls byl g3l Oladlas oo aslilias

TALYY Slois * 0303530 e $labl Slas 3l 0llS 6l anelr slazml 5 (Sin b sla il olaisl 5 el slalyls, ol s SIS

LS Glp G (el s 5 )8 Clile
el 5 s (G lalandse (il g0
Sl usa e Wulp pl D 51 8 el
o8 55,5 oo 55 Ll Bl 355 ) 3L 4 4l il o
Dilsp e Ol o B LU 4
03 el Sty a8 sl plis agn ol @L:S
L esSobuls o S5 31 53 slally slail
=K iy G 4y 5 Ao Jos 0SS sl L
L il nl 0980 ok )i 5 oy ol
S gl ok (S5 el Sl Lol
0 s 5 bl @il gl et b sloul b oS
Jd (plaz] sy o 5030 (8l (6 pom 4 (01,8 Jad
el pliad el Solssy comlr onl 03 gk s
Clalarise 53 odd LS b lS ol 3 a8 3l o
N RPN V] | PP VI Y L;utg,jmw 5 obwls
ol S 5 Rl (Cupr (D) alie
s Culg)y Joriin S s Kos )8 35 e
53 b &S S gh e has ol Jeb o4 S
slasled A3l 5 Lae 3l 3 oSy Qlals 5l
SaSere b 3 (bl Calyy ol CSHlie Sa s
S el (o) (Sl 097 2S5 )
b e dalumasel b Gaos (I Dlan OISl 5 )18
(Gl ) S el b L gl L M
Solome Sty 4 o LB o 4y (g b > @

16. Agency

17. The sublime

18. Narrative Mechanics

19. Narrative Presence

20. Heavy Rain

21. Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic
22. Environmental Presence

23. Commandos 2: Men of Courage
24. Gameplay

25. The Sims 4

26. Papers, Please

27.The Sims 4

28. Identification

29. Cultural identity construction
30. polyvocality



Y4

VO 5l OV ol el ooty Jls byl g3l Oladlas ole asliliab
DOI: 10.22034/RCC.2025.2060692.1218

Abbott, H. (2008). The Cambridge Introduction to Narrative. 2" Ed. Cambridge University Press.

Adams, E. & Dormans, J. (2012). Game Mechanics: Advanced Game Design. New Riders.

Aldred, J. (2023). Sociological Aspects: Characters. In M. J. Wolf and B. Perron (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to Video
Game Studies, 2™ Edition, 441-449. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003214977-62

Bethesda Game Studios. (2011). The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim [Video game]. Bethesda Softworks.

BioWare. (2003). Star Wars: Knights of the Old Republic [Video game]. LucasArts.

BioWare. (2007). Mass Effect [Video game]. Electronic Arts.

Badi, B. (2022). Videogames and Agency. Routledge.

Bogost, I. (2007). Persuasive Games: The Expressive Power of Videogames. The MIT Press.

Castronova, E. (2006). Synthetic Worlds: The Business and Culture of Online Games. University of Chicago Press.

CD Projekt Red. (2015). The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt [Video game]. CD Projekt.

Crawford, C. (2003). The Art of Interactive Design: A Euphonious and Illuminating Guide to Building Successful Software. No
Starch Press.

Douglas, J. Y. (2000). The End of Books Or Books Without End? Reading Interactive Narratives. University of Michigan Press.

Gackenbach, J. & Bown, J. (2011). Video Game Presence as a Function of Genre. The Journal of the Canadian Game Studies
Association, 5 (8), 4-28.

Galloway, A. R. (2006). Gaming: Essays on Algorithmic Culture. University of Minnesota Press.

Hayse, M. (2023). Philosophical Aspects: Ethics. In M. J. Wolf and B. Perron (Eds.), The Routledge Companion to Video Game
Studies, 2™ Edition, 579-587. Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003214977-79

Jenkins, H. (2004). Game Design as Narrative Architecture. In N. Wardrip-Fruin & P. Harrigan (Eds.), First Person: New Media
as Story, Performance, and Game. 118-130. The MIT Press.

Johansson, M., & Rilbsamen, M. (2024). Without Morals in a Moral World: The Expanding Moral Circle of The Witcher 3: The
Wild Hunt. Frontiers in Communication. 9: 1401644. https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2024.1401644

Juul, J. (2011). Half-Real: Video Games Between Real Rules and Fictional Worlds. The MIT Press.

Kellner, D. (1995). Media Culture: Cultural Studies, Identity and Politics between the Modern and the Post-Modern. Routledge.

Klevjer, R. (2012). Enter the Avatar: The Phenomenology of Prosthetic Telepresence in Computer Games. In J. R. Sageng, H.
Fossheim, & T. Mandt Larsen (Eds.), The Philosophy of Computer Games, 17-38. Springer.

Koenitz, H. (2023). Understanding Interactive Digital Narrative: Immersive Expressions for a Complex Time. Routledge.

Lebowitz, J. & Klug, C. (2011). Interactive Storytelling for Video Games: A Player-Centered Approach to Creating Memorable
Characters and Stories. Routledge.

Llano, S. N. (2021). Testing Your Thu’um: Rhetoric, Violence, Uncertainty and the Dragonborn. In M. Piero & M. A. Ouellette
(Eds.), Being Dragonborn: Critical Essays on The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim. 154-170. McFarland.

Manovich, L. (2001). The Language of New Media. The MIT Press.

Maxis & The Sims Studio. (2014). The Sims 4 [Video game]. Electronic Arts.

Moscovici, S. (2001). Social Representations: Explorations in Social Psychology. New York University Press.

Murray, J. H. (2017). Hamlet on the Holodeck, updated edition: The Future of Narrative in Cyberspace. The MIT Press.

Nitsche, M. (2008). Video Game Spaces: Image, Play, and Structure in 3D Game Worlds. The MIT Press.

Pyro Studios. (2001).commandos 2: Men of Courage [Video game]. Eidos Interactive.

Quantic Dream. (2010). Heavy Rain [Video game]. Sony Computer Entertainment.

Rice, R. (2023). Video Games in Psychotherapy. Routledge.

Riessman, C. K. (2008). Narrative Methods for the Human Sciences. SAGE Publications.

Rockstar Games. (2018). Red Dead Redemption 2 [Video game]. Rockstar Games.

Ryan, M (2006)« Avatars of Story« University of Minnesota Press.

Ryan, M. (2015). Narrative as Virtual Reality 2: Revisiting Immersion and Interactivity in Literature and Electronic Media.
Johns Hopkins University Press.

Salen, K., & Zimmerman, E. (2004). Rules of Play: Game Design Fundamentals. The MIT Press.

Salman, S. (2022). Violence, Wars, and the Possibility of Ethical Life in an Apocalypse: A Kantian Reading of The Walking Dead.
Open Philosophy, 5 (1), 57-66. https://doi.org/10.1515/0pphil-2020-0154

Sen,A.(2008).Violence,|dentityandPoverty.JournalofPeaceResearch,45(1),5-15.https://doi.org/10.1177/0022343307084920

Sheldon, L. (2004). Character Development and Storytelling for Games. Thomson Course Technology PTR.

Sicart, M. (2009). The Ethics of Computer Games. The MIT Press.

Telltale Games. (2012). The Walking Dead [Video game]. Telltale Games.

Tringham, N. (2015). Science Fiction Video Games. CRC Press.





