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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the relationship between culture and economic development,
seeking to show how media, particularly social networks, produce and reproduce
dominant meanings about the “dispositions” of Iranians and how these meanings relate
to the requirements of development-oriented economic action. The article’s theoretical
point of departure treats meaning as a media construct; everyday knowledge and value
judgments emerge within media texts and, through linguistic and rhetorical codes,
are transformed into common sense. In this view, media mediate between individual
awareness and the symbolic order of society, stabilizing a particular version of reality
that aligns with interests and power relations. Entertainment channels on Telegram
are therefore of special significance: rapid content cycles, wide shareability, and
heterogeneous audiences create conditions under which labels, stereotypes, normative
polarizations, and evaluative language spread quickly and become naturalized.

The research problem concerns the representation of Iranian dispositions in these
channels: which traits and behaviors are constructed as positive or negative, and what
implications these constructions have for economic action. The article specifies that a
substantial portion of representations revolve around patterns potentially in conflict with
economic development, including conspicuous consumption, rule evasion, a preference
for short-term solutions, and a depiction of responsibility that appears weaker than
norms conducive to development. By contrast, values such as diligence, orderliness,
and innovation occupy the center of narratives far less often. On this basis, the study
asks which dispositions are attributed to Iranians in entertainment texts, through which
discursive strategies these attributions are produced, and what the implications are for
meaning-making and economic action.

The theoretical framework integrates the literature on representation with critical
discourse analysis. The representation highlights that stereotypes are constructed and
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that fluid meanings are stabilized through language and images, shaping perception and
judgment. Critical discourse analysis insists that textual form and the layers of power and
ideology sedimented in text must be examined together. Accordingly, categories such as
evaluative vocabulary, self-other polarization, presuppositions, and implicatures are not
ancillary but central to understanding how value judgments become naturalized. Using
this framework, the article situates the problem in relation to economic development
and asks how the construction of anti-development traits in entertainment texts can
influence attitudes and action preferences at the micro level and, in turn, weaken or
strengthen the symbolic support necessary for developmental policies at the macro level.

Materials and Methods

The study employs critical discourse analysis. The method focuses on the joint
examination of textual form and ideological layers of meaning in order to clarify how
dispositions are represented and how value judgments are naturalized. The study
population consists of content from Telegram entertainment channels. According to the
article’s criteria, 200 posts were selected as units of analysis. The analysis centers on the
linguistic components of the posts; images and videos are used to contextualize, but the
primary focus is on the text.

The analytic procedure comprises two complementary steps. First, data were selected
and collected from entertainment channels in accordance with the article’s stated
criteria, and posts were chosen to capture stylistic and thematic diversity. Second, coding
and discursive interpretation were carried out. The article specifies several principal
categories for data analysis: evaluative vocabulary and the text’s positive or negative
orientation; the polarization or othering of values attributed to “self” and “other”;
the roster of individuals and institutions mentioned along with the text’s positive or
hostile stance toward them; implicatures, including suggestion, association, and irony;
and presuppositions understood as taken for granted assumptions without which the
message cannot be understood. Although frequency counts are used to indicate the
relative weight of specific themes, the primary emphasis is on decoding implicatures
and ideological presuppositions, as well as on explaining the discursive mechanisms of
naturalization. The aim is not statistical generalization but a discourse analytic explanation
grounded in textual evidence.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that, within Telegram entertainment channels, dominant linguistic
and narrative patterns foreground dispositions that conflict with the requirements
of economic development. At the level of vocabulary, negative descriptors of actions
and actors are frequent, and signs of resistance to change and innovation appear. Rule
evasion is often represented as cleverness and an immediate solution, while conspicuous
consumption is elevated as a sign of personal success. Together with repeated emphases
on short-term fixes, these two axes generate a horizon in which voluntary compliance
with general rules and a long-term time preference are weakened, and incentives for
productive investment decline.

In terms of self—other polarization, clear boundaries are drawn between “us” and
“others.” Comparisons with developed societies attribute specific values and behaviors
to the other, while shortcomings are assigned to “us.” This polarization is accompanied
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by stereotyping and exaggeration and undermines the perceived feasibility of internal
reform. Regarding the individuals and institutions mentioned, the text’s bias toward
certain groups is discernible. The dispositions of scientific elites, physicians, engineers,
social benefactors, and successful entrepreneurs are represented within a heterogeneous
framework and with explicit and implicit value judgments, contrasted with other actors
labeled as inefficient officials, uncommitted celebrities, and economic intermediaries.
Three mechanisms are prominent among implicatures. First, suggestion: repeated
value judgments in the form of jokes and indirect statements blur the line between
entertainment and norm, turning evaluations into common sense. Second, association:
by invoking everyday cues and examples, new commonplaces are created, and simplifying
causal links are drawn between individual action and macro outcomes. For example,
personal experiences are tied to market volatility in ways that amplify speculative
orientations and privilege quick fixes over institutional solutions. Third, irony: as a carrier
of evaluation, it naturalizes behaviors by invoking their supposed historical pedigree and
presenting them as inevitable.

Presuppositions also play a central role in the texts. The article shows that assumptions
such as the primacy of particularistic interests over the public good, widespread
distrust of economic policymakers, the malfunctioning of educational mechanisms,
and the systematic exclusion of elites are present in the unspoken layers of the texts
and help the message make sense. Together with lexical patterns and implicatures,
these presuppositions stabilize a view in which success is defined by display and rule
circumvention becomes an effective strategy for everyday life. At the same time, values
such as diligence, frugality, cooperation, and rule observance do appear in some cases.
However, they are scattered and weak and do not coalesce into a coherent counter-
narrative.

The article’s overall synthesis is that the prevailing representations in Telegram
entertainment channels center on conspicuous consumption, rule evasion, short-
termism, and a lower degree of responsibility, thereby constructing a horizon that is
misaligned with the logic of development-oriented economic action.

Conclusion

Representations of Iranians in Telegram entertainment channels, highlighting
conspicuous consumption, rule evasion, short-term focus, and weakened responsibility,
normalize behaviors that hinder economic development and erode institutional trust,
rule compliance, and long-term planning. The article proposes two practical paths. First, a
cultural strategy that prioritizes media literacy so that audiences can recognize implicature
and irony and avoid passive consumption of humorous content. Second, a content
production strategy that supports alternative discourses that represent development-
compatible patterns, such as cooperation, rule observance, social responsibility, and
innovation, within entertaining formats and without didactic rhetoric. According to the
article’s framework and findings, pursuing these two paths can recalibrate dominant
commonplaces and strengthen the symbolic support required for development-oriented
economic action.

Keywords: Iranian national character, Telegram, Development culture, Representation,
Discourse analysis
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