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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Today, the digital media space is fragmented and increasingly defined. Today, citizens
of the information age experience easy access to up-to-date news anywhere, anytime
through digital and mobile journalism. This ease of access and the speed of news
dissemination have attracted audiences and led to a growing trend of users turning to
online news. With the advancement of technology and the widespread use of mobile
phones and smart devices, the concept of new media and new media activities has
emerged. One of these activities is mobile journalism, or reporting using mobile phones.
The present study aims to analyze the role of mobile journalism in the dissemination of
fake news.

This research can better and more deeply understand the concept, characteristics,
methods, and effects of mobile journalism on journalism. By using this type of research,
it is possible to identify and evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats of mobile journalism.

Examining the role of mobile journalism in the spread of fake news is crucial because
it goes to the heart of the paradigm shift in the contemporary media ecosystem.
Understanding this relationship is key to designing strategies to counter misinformation
in the digital age.

Methods:

The present study is an exploratory qualitative study; the method is “theme analysis,”
and semi-structured interviews were used to implement it. The statistical population of
this study was reporters, journalists, professors, and managers in the media field. The
method used in this part of the research was a semi-structured interview. Professors,
experts, and other relevant individuals were asked about the existing space, the desired
space, and how to achieve and realize the desired space, as defined by the research
topic. The number of participants in this study was 14. That is, 14 people were selected
from among professors, media managers, reporters, journalists, and mobile journalism
audiences in the following order:

- Media managers (3 people)
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- Media professors (2 people)

- Reporters (3 people)

- Journalists (3 people)

- Real mobile journalism audiences (3 people)

Results:

After analyzing the content of 14 interviews, seven organized themes and 20 basic
themes were identified. The organizing themes included: the spread of fake news, the
high accuracy of news in traditional journalism, the difficulty of establishing the first
narrative, creating new standards for measuring news, playing a role in chaos and
crises, the proliferation of news narratives, and the role of fake news in social crises.
Also, questioning the accuracy and veracity of news, publishing news through personal
accounts, rapid publication without fact-checking, limited access to sources, and the lack
of supervision of non-professionals were among the basic themes.
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