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The Role of Media Literacy in Reducing Fake News
and Strategies to Deal with Soft Threats of Foreign
Media in Iran

Alireza Nooshafarin', Afsaneh Mozafari?, Omid Ali Masoudi?, Nassim
Majidigahrodi*
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Abstract

This research has been conducted to investigate the position and role of media
literacy in reducing fake news and achieving strategies to deal with the soft
threats of foreign media in Iran. The statistical population includes all master's
and doctoral students in the field of social communication sciences from the
University of Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai, Sooreh, and Azad Islamic Science and
Research Universities (Central Tehran, East Tehran, West Tehran, North Tehran,
and Damavand units, entrances of the year 1400 and 1401), a total of 300 people.
The research method is quantitative and survey method. The questionnaire has
been implemented, and SPSS software has been used to analyze the information.
The findings of the research showed that over 70% of the respondents use
aesthetic tools such as pictures, caricatures, slogans, and advertisements and
employ unethical methods and deception. In the soft media war against the
target society, they have evaluated it with a high level of impact, and nearly 60%
of the statistical community have found awareness, empowerment, and media
literacy skills of users to be effective in identifying fake news and dealing with soft
media threats. They have emphasized the effect of responding to the information
needs of society (especially in crucial incidents and events) to deal with soft
media threats, the test of research hypotheses also showed that in strategies
to deal with soft threats of foreign media, the familiarity of the audience and
media users with the perceptive and emotional skills and abilities related to the
dimensions of media literacy (ethical and cognitive criteria) can be very effective
in neutralizing and reducing the soft threats of foreign media on the audience.

Keywords: Media literacy, Fake news, Soft threats, Foreign media
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Qualitative Study of Cyberspace Harms for
Teenagers

Mahbobeh Mosivand’, Maryam Solgi?, Faezeh Saki?
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Abstract

The present study was conducted to analyze and qualitatively study the harms
of cyberspace for teenagers (first and second-secondary school girls). In this
article, to collect field data, a semi-structured group interview was conducted
with 58 instructors and staff of the Union of Islamic Student Associations (a
group that is in contact with teenagers). The sampling method in this study
is non-probability, specifically purposeful. The interviews were terminated
upon reaching theoretical saturation. Problem-finding emerged as the main
category, encompassing three sub-categories: negative impacts of cyberspace
on teenagers, limited utilization of cyberspace capabilities, and the significance
of improving media literacy.

Keywords: Cyberspace, students, teenager, Union of Student Islamic Associations
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Scientific Study of the Relationship Between
Cyberspace Use and Religious Identity of High School
Students (Case Study: Jahrom City)
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Sarvarzadeh?, Alireza khoddamy*
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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the effect of using virtual social networks
on the religious identity of high school students in Jahrom. The survey method
was used in this research. The statistical population is whole male & female
high school students in Jahrom, whose approximate numbers are about 7000
in the year 1400, of which 375 are selected as a sample by using the multi-stage
random sampling method. The research instrument is a questionnaire that has
been used to determine its validity by the face validity method & to determine
its reliability by the internally coordinated method of Cronbach's alpha method.
The descriptive results revealed that the average score of students' religious
identity in Jahrom was at a moderate to high level. Analytical findings also
showed that there was a significant relationship between cyberspace (total)
& religious identity (total). Cyberspace (total) affects students' emotional &
practical identity, but the relationship between cyberspace (total) & students'
beliefs was not significant. Among the demographic variables, there was a
significant relationship between gender, grade, field of study, type of school,
father's education, social class & students' religious identity. Explain the
dependent variable in terms of the sum of independent variables. Target
variables, activity & participation in cyberspace, cyberspace (total), attitude
towards the contents in cyberspace, social class, gender, mother's job, the field
of study, father's job, and the father's education, are the strongest predictors of
student's religious identity, respectively, and these factors can explain 0.151 of
the variance changes in religious identity.

Keywords: Cyberspace, Jahrom, Social networks, Students, Religious identity
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Abstract

E-government is one of the important phenomena resulting from the application
of information and communication technology, which has created profound
changes in the way of life of today's human beings. By looking at the successful
countries, we can see to what extent the electronic government has been able
to reduce public costs and maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of control
and management of public systems. To fundamentally change the way the
government operates and improve its relationship with citizens and civil society,
the development of e-government is essential. This research aims to analyze
and examine South Korea's policymaking process in this field in order to refer to
the actions that have made it one of the most highly successful countries in the
world in the field of electronic government.

The descriptive-analytical method is based on the study of documents that
have examined the actions of five presidents of South Korea in the field of
e-government.

As the results indicate, establishing temporary committees during certain
presidential terms, passing laws to form a stimulating governance structure
with sufficient funds for the implementation of e-government, and
preparing a comprehensive plan every five years by the government to
ensure e-government services provided that includes the latest technology
considering the evolving needs of citizens, the government's investment in
the development of e-government through information technology training
for citizens and government employees is one of Korea's e-government
policies. Regulating regulations, cultivating ideas from people, preparing a
comprehensive plan based on people's ideas, organizations, and the private
sector, participation of all executive bodies, implementation of programs for
the community, and investment in various sectors are suggested as stages of
e-government establishment. The development of e-government requires the
active implementation of inter-ministerial policies, including the diversification
of policy information, the expansion of sharing of administrative databases, and
the construction and implementation of a knowledge management system.

Keywords: E-government, Information and communication technology,
Presidency, South Korea
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Abstract

Palestine is one of the most critical issues in the Middle East and the world,
which has involved many countries. The Islamic Republic of Iran cannot evade the
Palestinian issue, which has been a part of its reality for over nine decades, with
the awareness of Palestine deeply ingrained in society's collective memory. In
this study, we aim to explore the Iranian society's perspective on the Palestinian
issue through the lens of schemas, examining the viewpoints of Iranian activists
in Palestine. The fundamental method of this study is thematic analysis, and
the data was collected through interviews with prominent activists in Palestine.
Some of the key findings include the Palestinian-Islamic identity, the need for
armed resistance and legal/diplomatic actions against Israel, the shared identity
between Iran and Palestine, Iran's military and political support for Palestine,
and the symbol of Palestinian resistance reflected in the mindset of Iranians.

Keywords: Palestine, Iran, Schema, Public opinion, Theme analysis
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Abstract

Artificial intelligence is one of the most remarkable new technologies that has
attracted not only the attention of various scientific fields but also the attention
of philosophical, ethical, and religious approaches. In the meantime, the type of
confrontation between the philosophy of social sciences and artificial intelligence
goes beyond the usual discussions about society, humans, and technology. This
confrontation includes a complex ontological and anthropological approach from
physics to metaphysics. This article has used the character of "Frankenstein"
as a metaphor to interpret some of the new encounters of the philosophy of
social sciences with artificial intelligence and has placed the focus of its issue on
"valuation". One of the bases of discussion is "Enlightenment". To develop the
discussion, the article has used the multi-layered theoretical approach and the
semiotic and mythological analysis method of Roland Barthes (with an emphasis
on implicit, meta-linguistic, and ideological analysis) to first analyze the movie "I,
Frankenstein" and then, expand the theoretical and epistemological implications
about artificial intelligence. The findings are formulated in the following three
axes: 1- Semiotic analysis of the movie "I, Frankenstein" (new vitalism and
new materialism in the era of artificial intelligence) 2- Artificial intelligence
and socialized algorithms besides value biases (digital evolutionism) 3- cyber-
utopianism, new myth-making, and sacred matter (social-ideological formation
of artificial intelligence). Part of the results shows the ideological link between
artificial intelligence and companies that develop platforms and algorithms of
this technology. In the end, some considerations are made to the relation of
artificial intelligence with the following subjects: derivative intentionality, soul
and value, mediation of meaning, simulation of thought and value, and social
engineering.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence (Al), Frankenstein, Value, Ideology, Metaphysics,
Platform, Philosophy of Social Science
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Abstract

This article aims to introduce and identify the requirements of designing a
social network for children based on the wide network of audiences of Nahal TV
channel, which belongs to Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, to maintain and
increase the audience of this TV channel and deepen interaction and diversify
communication tools in a competitive and converging media environment And
the Harmful cyberspace and social media for children who need more care in
this unsafe space. In this article, through discussing and obtaining the opinions
of relevant experts and specialists as the Delphi method in three rounds, we
have presented the requirements for designing a social network for children,
which also complements the Nahal TV channel.

In the first round of the Delphi method, during interviews with 20 experts,
87 items were obtained for designing the message management system
and communication management of the child-specific social networks.
These items were organized into three categories, using thematic analysis
methods: a) child protection, b) attractiveness of the network for the child,
and c) usefulness of the network for the child. Under each approach, 5 steps
of message management including message design, message generation,
message distribution, message consumption, and message feedback were
categorized. Each of these sections was defined separately and in detail, for the
user and the network structure.

In this way, based on the results obtained, at the end of the article, suggestions
for the establishment of child-specific social networks for the audience of the
Nahal TV channel have been presented.

Keywords: Social Network, Social Media, Nahal TV Channel, Message
Management
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