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Abstract

This research aimed to identify the model of using social networks (Instagram) for
personal and professional branding based on individual competencies. It employs
a qualitative method involving in-depth interviews with 20 media branding
experts until it reaches theoretical saturation. The data was analyzed using the
grand theory method and Max Kyuda software. The research findings include 120
primary codes with 263 repetitions in 28 subcategories. The findings showed that
the use of Instagram in personal and professional branding could be explained in
5 subcategories: the ease of brand development, the possibility of access to an
expanded society, the ease of communication with the audience and advertising,
the ability to be free of time and place, and fundamental changes in the business
environment. The indicators of using Instagram in branding have been identified as
6 sub-categories: teamwork, content marketing, marketing, validation, influencer
marketing, and virality. The infrastructure of using Instagram in personal branding
was categorized into 3 sub-categories: legal infrastructures, equipment and facilities,
and technology and communication. Disturbing factors in using Instagram in personal
branding were organized under 4 subcategories: unsuitable infrastructure, security
threats, lack of payment gateways, and lack of legal protection. Appropriate strategies
for using Instagram in personal branding were presented as 6 subcategories: virtual
space techniques, structural management, brand and audience, identity building,
and creativity. Finally, the consequences of using Instagram in personal branding
were presented as 4 sub-categories: establishing the entrepreneur's brand, business
development, improving relations with customers, and increasing brand awareness.

Keywords: Social network, Instagram, Personal and professional branding,
Individual competence
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Abstract

The main content in social networks is user-generated content (UGC), the most
important feature of which is the lack of organizational and amateur affiliation.
Among social network users, influencers are elite users who have been able
to build their network of audiences by producing regular and special content.
Content produced by influencers is influencer-generated content (IGC). Unlike
UGC, IGCis not amateur and can create taste, so it is not categorized under UGC.
Influencers have considerable skill in attracting followers and converting social
media capital (SMC) through content production. To convert their SMC into
liquid capital, they go through a special process during which different types of
content emerge. This article aims at obtaining a typology of Iranian influencer-
generated content (IGC) on Instagram. For this purpose, it uses a mixed method
in which two qualitative methods of netnography and theme analysis are
used. The netnographic method relies on Sade-Beck's model, which combines
observation, contentreview, and offline interviews. The thematicanalysis method
was used to analyze the obtained data from this three-dimensional pattern.
Over 18 months, the Instagram pages of 23 influencers were monitored, and
their content was analyzed. Additionally, in-depth interviews were conducted
with 12 of these influencers. After coding and analyzing the data, "critical
content production" was formulated into 5 general types of narrative content
production, meta-advertisement, personal brand, participatory content, and
direct advertising according to the diversity of influencers and followers. The
typology suggests a rising trend of materialism and instrumentalism on social
networks like Instagram.

Keywords: Influencers, Instagram, Typology, Influencer-generated content,
Monetizable content creation
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Abstract

With the expansion and spread of social networks such as Instagram, a new
generation of working children has emerged, so-called "Instagram workers";
stylishly dressed working children engaged in work and virtual business in
various virtual space pages such as Instagram. Therefore, the main goal of this
research is to gain a sociological analysis of the social contexts of the formation
and emergence of this phenomenon in society in 1402. This research employed
the grounded theory qualitative method, using purposeful sampling to select a
community comprised of 20 parents. These parents manage the work-advertising
activities of their children on Instagram, and data was collected through in-
depth semi-structured interviews. They answered the researcher's questions
in a structured way. The types of activities performed by the children on the
Instagram social network were classified into three categories: a) advertising
tasks, b) performance tasks, and c) service tasks. The research data yielded 235
concepts across 20 subcategories, and 4 main categories after the three coding
stages: open, central, and selective. The main categories are: "Reconstruction
of the parent's identity, parent-centered ultimate desirability, early yielding
children, and unstable conditions". Finally, by combining the obtained models,
the core category of "virtual slave-child" was introduced. Parents-employers who
do virtual life business in social networks turn their children into a decorative-
show object and an income-generating tool. The show slave-child is exposed
to the virtual buying and selling of users, followers, and buyers by being seen
and attracting continuous attention. Further, the typology resulting from this
research identified and analyzed three types of children: precocious children,
showcase or decorative children, and halo children.

Keywords: Child labor, Virtual child labor, Social network, Exploitation, Instagram
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Abstract

Mass media broadcast social pathologies like suicide for different reasons. The
central assumption is that the representation of suicide motivates audiences
toward suicidal behavior based on social learning and observational learning
theories. The primary purpose of this research is to examine the relationship
between macro mass media indicators and suicide. This longitudinal quantitative
research utilized a time-series method covering the period from 1997 to 2022.
The data were collected from the Ministry of Culture & Islamic Guidance, the
Statistical Center of Iran, and the Iranian Legal Medicine Organization. The auto-
regressive distributed lag (ARDL) model was applied in Microfit software to
investigate both short-term and long-term relationships.

Based on the results, the number of mobile phone subscriptions (T-Ratio
= 0.002, Prob. = 4365-4) and the number of films produced (T-Ratio = 0.001,
Prob. = 4-5016) have a negative effect. It has significance on the rate of death by
suicide, and with the increase in mobile phone subscriptions and the number of
movies produced, the rate of suicide has decreased. The results of the research
show that the percentage of people using the Internet (T-Ratio = 5538.3, Prob.
= 0.006) and the number of cinemas available (T-Ratio = 0.000, Prob. = 6.0507)
has a positive effect, and it has had a significant impact on the death rate caused
by suicide. Finally, the number of newspapers and the number of titles and
circulation of books have no significant relationship with the rate of death by
suicide.

This research concludes that mobile subscriptions and movies decrease the rate
of suicide, and internet penetration and movie theaters increase it. Furthermore,
the number of newspapers and books doesn’t impact the suicide rate in Iran.

Keywords: Mass media, Suicide, Strategic policy and planning, Iran
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Abstract

This study aims to develop a model for managing news about large fires in the
country. The research method is qualitative and based on a thematic analysis
technique. The statistical population included news editors of radio and television
during the crisis, spokespersons and agents involved in the management and
operations of the Tehran Fire Department, the secretary of the government
information council of that time, and communication specialists and media
editors during that crisis. The sample was collected using purposeful sampling,
achieving theoretical saturation after interviewing 15 individuals. The findings of
the research show that having a specific strategy in dealing with crisis, dealing with
rumors, managing emotions and feelings, respecting the accuracy and accuracy
of news, and using the capabilities of social networks are the most effective
components of news management in big fires at the beginning of the crisis. Also,
based on the obtained results, trying to challenge the authorities, creativity, and
innovation in publishing reports in the national media, using professional and
trained journalists, gatekeeping and news monitoring, emphasizing the speed of
news release, and using experts' opinions, and clear and accurate information and
avoiding concealment, etc. should be taken into consideration as components of
news management in big fires in the rescue phase. In addition, the findings of
the research show that creating educational documentaries, preparing particular
and specialized reports, turning issues into popular demands, receiving criticisms
and suggestions, improving society's media literacy, challenging officials and
demanding from In times of crisis, informing people about their needs through
the media, strengthening public relations, they are considered as the most crucial
components of news management in big fires in the post-crisis phase.
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Abstract

Today, branding is crucial for all companies; no business can be deemed
complete without a brand. This trend has extended beyond companies, with
politicians and even some citizens striving to establish personal brands. Branding
involves various measures, a wide range, from advertising in large companies to
content creation by citizens on social networks. This wide range can create a
brand, although today the brand has become a complex and specialized science
and has gone beyond a title so that applying a commercial title to a brand is
considered as creating a limit for it. This article examines public relations as a tool
for brand production and promotion, based on interviews with communication
professors and PR experts worldwide, conducted through the grounded theory
method. According to the obtained results, it was found that besides the main
task of selling, producing promoting, and stabilizing the brand is also one of
the undeniable tasks of public relations. Therefore, by adopting appropriate
strategies to produce, promote, and stabilize the brand, public relations can
develop organizational branding at the level of social networks.

Keywords: Strategy, Organizational branding, Public relations, Social networks,
Model
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Abstract

Nation branding is an emerging, interdisciplinary, and very strategic research
field, which has received much attention from academics and policymakers
in recent years. Reviewing the lranian research conducted in this nascent
field can provide an accurate view of the state of knowledge production and
the main research approaches. For such a purpose, in this article, 50 selected
scientific articles about nation branding (from 1389 SH to 1402 SH) have been
analyzed to recognize the theoretical frameworks, methodologies, approaches,
and formal features, using the systematic review method. The findings show
the nascent nature of the nation branding field and the lack of formation of its
frameworks and boundaries as an independent field of study. Also, conducting
research in this field has not yet become a comprehensive issue in Iran and has
not involved the Iranian academic community at different levels and stages and
from various scientific perspectives. In addition, the significant weakness in the
conceptual and theoretical literature and the gap in using some high-capacity
methods in this field is noticeable. According to the current state of research
on nation branding in Iran, the most influential solutions proposed to enrich
future research are conducting conceptual research, branding this field through
scientific publications and conferences, conducting research from neglected and
high-capacity scientific disciplines and perspectives, paying more attention to
the relevant global indexes, moving towards analyzing discursive approaches
about nation branding, and using meta-analysis and meta-synthesis methods to
evaluate and integrate the results of previous policy researches.
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